ABSTRACT
life cycle evaluation of integrated solid waste management options.
The MSW-DST was developed over a five year period (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) involves the expansion of materials recycling and composting programs to divert 70% or more of the waste stream. Environmental advocacy groups have been promoting this option as an alternative to a recovery-based system which relies on waste-to-energy.
In the summer 2008, the Foundation submitted a concept paper to the EPA's Office of Solid Waste (EPA OSW) describing this research need. In response, the EPA OSW has allocated and transferred funding to the EPA's Office of Research and Development (EPA ORD) to conduct the research.
For the analytical results to be comparable, this option will be analyzed using the MSW-DST model with the same assumptions that were used to analyze the previous ten options in support of the Resource Conservation Challenge.
The EPA ORD expects to complete its analysis of this alternative within the next six months. Once again ten solid waste management strategies will be evaluated for a hypothetical, medium-sized U.S. community, with each scenario handling 100,000 tons of material. The "new" scenarios are as follows in Table 2 : 
